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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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A. radio  talk  by  Albert  Hoefer,  Assistant  State  Club  Leader,  Ithaca, 
ITew  York,  delivered  in  the  4-H  club  program,  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour, 
Saturday,  January  6,  1934,  and  broadcast  by  a  network  of  58  associate  ITBC 
radio  stations. 


Hello  Folks, 

TTliat  makes  people  change  their  ways  of  doing  things?  Well,  your 
guess  is  as  good  as  mine.  My  guess  is  that  they  see  some  one  else  doing 
it  an  easier  and  therefore  a  better  way.  A  better  way  because  it  takes 
less  work,  less  energy,  and,  less  time  -  especially  in  these  days.  Besides, 
it  may  m.ake  more  money  for  us  too  -  with  less  work. 

There  doesn't  seem  to  be  any  one  reason  for  doir^  the  same  trick  a 
new  way.  But  I  know  one  reason  why  a  good  many  farmers  are  doing  some 
things  bettor.  That's  because  their  sons  and  their  neighbors'  sons  shovved 
them  how  by  their  demonstrations  in  4-H  club  work. 

You  know,  in  4-H  clubs,  farm  youngsters.,  in  their  teens  undertake  to 
do  a  certain  piece  of  farm  v/ork  at  home.  They  ma.y  raise  a  heifer,  or  some 
sheep,  or  swine,  or  a  flock  of  chickens.  They  ma,y  grow  some  potatoes,  or  corn, 
or  have  a  garden.  There  are  quite  a  nomber  of  different  things  they  can  do 
in  order  to  be  a  4-H  club  member. 

Well,  these  youngsters  usually  stnnt  with  purebred  stock  -  dairy 
calves,  for  example,  whoso  parents  are  not  only  listed  among  the  "Who's  M-io" 
in  the  herd  book,  but  in  addition,  whoso  records  for  milk  production  have -been 
consistently  high. 

When  a  youngster  starts, out  with  such  an  animod,  his  chances  of 
having  a  good  cow  a  few  yo.ars  hence  are  .just  about  perfect.  Then,  when  she 
gets  to  be  a  cow  and  produces  twice  as  much  milk  as  any  two  other  cows  in 
the  barn,  father  tal::os  notice.  That's  just  what  has  hapoened  on  a  good 
many  Hew  York  State  Dairy  Farms.  The  youngster  has  been  the  pioneer  and 
ha.s  showed  dad  tha.t  in  some  cases  half  as  many  good  cows  ?/ill  produce 
as  much  milk  on  about  half  as  much  cow  feed. 

Do  you  see?  -  half  as. many  cows  -  half  as  much  work  -  with  just 
as  much  milk  as  before.  .  ■  ■ 

I  knov;  of  a  good  many  farms  where  the  first  purebred  cow  was  owned 
by  a  4-H  member  and  have  watched  the  scrubs  gradually  go  and  the  producers 
gradually  take  their  places. 
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-U though  sheep  and  suine  are  not  abundant  in  the  East,  there  are  some 
There  has  been  iiTprovement  due  to  4-H  clubs  in  these  Jobs  too.  Young  herds¬ 
men  have  shoY/n  Y/here  better  stock  produced  more  loin  chops,  better  hams,  Y7ider 
and  longer  slabs  of  bacon,  better  fleeces  of  y;oo1,  and  better  legs  of  mutton 
Y/ith  less  feed  and  no  more  care  than  Y'ith  ordinary  animals. 

’'hen  it  comes  to  crops,  let's  take  potatoes  as  an  example.  For  a  good 
raary  years  a  potato  Y/as  Just  a  ootato,  ,e qually ' good  for  food  or  seed.  Then, 

-along  came  certified  seed  potatoes.  Potatoes  that  v/ere  grown  for  their  high 
production  after  years  of  selecting  and  culling. 

On  a  good  many  farms,  the  4-H  member  v/as  the  first  to  try  them  out, 
even  in  as  small  a  quantit’^  as  one  hundred  hills.  During  the  grov/ing  season, 
the  plants  shov/ed  their  ruggedness  and  color  in  no  mistakable  way  when  compared 
to  ordinary  plantings.  Dhen  digging  time  C'^me,  the  real  results  showed  uu  -  more 
potatoes  to  the  hill  and,  therefore,  more  to  the  acre  -  and  more  good  sized 
potatoes  too. 

I  know  a  f-arm  up  the  Hudson  '’^alley  where  the  farmer,  Sam  by  name,  plants 
only  certified  seed  ootatoes  now.  ^Thy?  His  son,  Myron,  planted  his  potato 
project  with  certified  seed.  Ever  since  then  Sam  plants  them  too,  giving  the 
son  the  cr^:dit  for  the  change.  You  see,  more  pota.toes  to  the  hill  moans  loss 
Y;ork  and  the  same  ar.iount  of  potatoes  to  go  into  the  bin. 

’.Tnon  it  comes  to  corn  and  garden  crops,  4-H  members  are  urged  to  plant 
seed  of  known  variety.  They  don't  Just  ulant  beet  seed,  or  corn  seed,  or  corrot 
seed,  but  they  knov/  the  variety  name  and  that  they  will  grow  well.  They  try 
out  neY;  and  interesting  vegetables. 

Here's  one  C'^se  where  the  Y/^rk  for  the  4-H  member  has  increased.  He's 
been  given  the  Job  of  growing  the  vegeto.bles  for  the  home.  Hut  he  wouldn't 
ha,vo  gotten  that  Job  unless  he  nroved  that  he  could  do  as  good  or  better  than 
Da;d. 

Did  you  know  that  when  club  work  was  started  way  back  in  about  1900,  that 
one  of  the  main  reasons  was  to  teach  Dad  the  new  tricks?  That's  changed  now. 
\?hile  4-H  clubs  do  develop  boys  and  girls  primarily,  and  they  do  carry  on  these 
projects  at  home  with  improved  methods,  they  axe  still  demonstrating  to  Dad  and 
the  cormiunity  the  better  way  of  doing  farm  Jobs. 

Dr.  C.  B.  Smith,  Chief  of  the  Extension  Service  of  the  United  States,  who 
arranged  this  broadcast  states  in  his  work  about-  the  Extension  Service  that  two 
out  of  every  five  changes  to  better  practices  ar-..  a  direct  influence  of  4-H 
club  work.  If  he  is  v/rong,  his  estimate  is  low  rather  than  high. 

So  I  say  again,  changes  to  better  practices  on  the  farm,  in  the  home, 
in  the  city  dv;elling,  and  in  the  office  are  ma.de for  eff iciency.  That  meoms  the 
same  result  of  better  with  less  work.  On  the  farm,  the  youngster  is  providing 
the  way  and  shoY/ing  folks  how,  through  their  4-H  club  membership. 
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